Feb 02 05 10:31a Rep. Beth Kerttula (8907) 465-4748

State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska
99801-1182

Official Business

February 2, 2005

Country ol Origin Labeling Program
Room 2092-S

Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA
Stop 0249

1400 Independence Avenue SW
Woashington, DC 20250-0249

Faxed to (202) 720-3499
Original 1o follow in mail

To Agricultural Marketing Scrvice, USDA:

We are writing Lo subinit comment on the proposed regulations lor Mandatory Country ol Origin
Labeling of Fish and Shellfish, 7 CFR Part 60. The Alaska State Legislature has passed resolutions
n support ol labeling lish, shellfish, and Oshery [ood products m the market place to idently the
country of origin and (o distmguish between wild lish and larmed lish. We reiterate our support
lor Country of Origin Labeling (COOQL), including labeling ol processed hishery lood products.

National labehng standards will allow consumers (o make mformed and healthy choices in the
market place as well as support our American fishing industry. We support implementation ol the
(ish and shelifish labeling requirements ol the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002,

We arc concerned by the delnition of processed lood items as presented in the proposed
regulations.  Because processed lood items would be excluded [rom COOL requirements, under
the proposed delinition canned, smoked, cured, pouched, or cooked lish and shelllish would not
be subject to labeling requirements.  We encourage the USDA (o change this and censure that
canned, smoked, cured, pouched, and cooked fish and shellfish are covered by COOL
requirements,

Thank you for your constderation of our comments.

Sincerely,

Members of the Alaska State Lemslalure
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